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Edinburgh, 2nd February. 

Tn the publishing world, nothing very in- 
teresting is stirring. Moore's Life of Byron 
is of course the principal topic at all literary 
parties. Dr. Inglis, one of the most eminent of 
our Scotch divines, announces a work on the 
evidences of Christianity. I understand that 
two of your countrymen are preparing works 
for Constable's Miscellany ; the one is a 
History of Ireland by John M'Caul, Esq. 
M. A. of Trinity College, Dublin, and the 
other a History of Modern Greece, by Thomas 
Keightley, Esq. author of " Fairy Mythology." 
The North Briton, a new paper to be pub- 
lished twice a week, under the management of 
Dr. Browne, from whom a good deal is ex- 
pected, commences its career on Wednesday 
next. It is in contemplation to establish here 
a Literary Union, something like that which 
has recently been set a-going in London ; but 
as yet nothing very decided has been done. 

The publication of the Waverley Novels 
proceeds prosperously, the current impression is 
now 30,000, and the back volumes are bring- 
ing up to this as quickly as steam and men's 
hands can accomplish it. 

The new number of the Edinburgh Review 
is printing rapidly, most of the articles seem 
heavy. There will be a review of the Laureate's 
Colloquies ; I dare say nothing complimentary 
will be said of them, if we may judge from 
former exhibitions of the spirit of the review. 
I am afraid the Edinburgh is a sinking concern, 
not 2000 copies are now sold in Scotland. We 
are absolutely doing nothing here in the literary 
way at present. The Waverley Novels, new 
edition of the Encyclopedia Britannica, and 
Blackwood's Magazine, are all we have to 
keep us alive. 

On Thursday last was held the first public 
assembly of the season. It was rather gay, 
though not crowded. On the whole, however, 
our assemblies here are dull things, terribly de- 
ficient in liveliness and spirit. Scotch ladies 
are never quite sure of themselves when brought 
into contact with a number of strange faces. 
They are apt to be stiff and uneasy. Besides 
they give nothing at these assemblies, but 
weak tea, and that most insipid of all kinds of 
biscuit, called " ladies' fingers." It is impos- 
sible for any human being to sustain for three 
hours, an equable flow of spirits upon such food 
as this. The dancing commonly begins about 
half past ten, and ends about one. Our fancy 
balls are better ; but Edinburgh is not the 
place for public assemblies. There are, 
however, a more than usual number of private 
parties this winter — many of which arc de- 
lightful — to those who know how to make 
them so. 

Braham, who was recently in Dublin^makes 
his appearance here this evening. He is to 
remain only a week. 



ROYAL DUBLIN SOCIETY. 

This Society has recently been much occu- 
pied with the recommendations respecting their 
body, contained in the Report of the Com- 
mittee on Irish Estimates, last session of 
parliament. The leading features of the 
regulations recommended by the Committee 
of the House, were to charge for the So- 
ciety's lectures, instead of continuing them 
gratuitously, and to reduce the estimate 
for any department not yielding, by the price 
charged for admission, 2001. per annum, at least. 



To discontinue the present mode of admission | 
by ballot, and to enable any person to become a ; 
member by paying the admission fee and annual 
subscription, which should be fixed at such 
sums as might be deemed most expedient. By 
these means the Committee hoped that the ex- 
penses of the Society would be mainly defrayed. 

The advice contained in this report remained, 
like most mere speculative opinions, altogether 
unheeded, until Lord F. L. Gower addressed a 
letter to the members of the society, informing 
them that his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant 
concurred in the recommendations of the com- 
mittee, and was of opinion that the society's 
early and effectual co-operation in the intro- 
duction of the new regulations which it sug- 
gests, would afford him the best means of re- 
commending in favor of this institution the 
continuance of that parliamentary support 
which had hitherto been extended to it. 

This letter, it appears, was received during 
the summer recess of the society, and conse- 
quently remained unanswered till it re-assembled 
in November. A select committee was then 
appointed to take the subject into immediate 
consideration, and the result has been a letter 
in reply to that of Lord F. L. Gower which 
may be fairly viewed as the society's defence of 
its character as an institution of national utility, 
and the justification of its present modes of 
proceeding in opposition to the alterations re- 
commended by the parliamentary committee, 
and approved by the Lord Lieutenant, but de- 
precated by the society itself. We have been 
favored with a copy of this interesting 
document ; but as it is very long, and we 
are pressed for space, we shall confine our- 
selves for the present to a few of the most 
striking features of the society's case as it is 
here presented to Lord F. L. Gower, by their 
assistant-secretary, Mr. Hardman. 

" The Royal Dublin Society, desirous o 
taking this opportunity to lay before your 
Lordship the general objects of the Institution, 
and the advantages derived to the public from 
its establishment, has directed me to state, that 
the Society maintains five Professors, namely, 
of Chemistry, of Mineralogy, Mining, Natural 
Philosophy, and Botany, to give Lectures on 
these subjects of most extensive practical utility, 
and has supplied them with apparatus, not only 
adapted for the illustration of the principles of 
the Arts and Sciences, but also for the exhibi- 
tion of experiments, on a scale not attainable 
by private means. 

" A very commodious Theatre has been 
erected, in which the professors deliver their lec- 
tures ; this is capable of containing near 500 
persons, and it is generally well filled, which 
the Society considers a gratifying proof of the 
estimation in which these lectures are held by 
the public. 

" The Schools for instruction in the ornamen- 
tal arte, form also a branch of the establislunent, 
of great practical utility, comprehending Figure 
Drawing, Landscape and Ornament, -Archi- 
tecture and Sculpture. The instruction is gra- 
tuitous and a ready admission given to all young 
persons, properly recommended, who evince 
any talent for those arts. 

" The Society feels a pride in adding, that 
some of the most distinguished masters of the 
arts of painting and sculpture, were educated 
in this Institution, and cultivated under the 
auspices of the Society those talents which 
have raised them to a high reputation in other 
countries. 



" With respect to the Lectures delivered by 
the Professors, the Society fears that anv pro- 
duce which they could anticipate from annexing 
a price to admission, would be so small, as 
completely to exclude the prospect of any pe- 
cuniary advantage worthy of consideration, 
being derived from that source ; the class of 
persons in the habit of attending these Lectures 
consists, for the most part, of students, and 
young persons, in a walk of life too humble to 
enable them to pay a sufficient sum to realize 
such an expectation. 

But the Society is perfectly ready to make 
the experiment of fixing a price for admission 
to lectures in the department pointed out in 
the Report of the Committee of the House of 
Commons. 

" With respect to the admission of Members, 
I am directed to state, that the Society is en - 
joined, by the express terms of its Charter, to 
proceed by election ; and the Society is humbly 
of opinion, that this mode of admission has 
never operated to the injury of the public. In 
the course of near thirty years there have not 
been above four instances of the rejection of a 
candidate ; while the number elected since the 
year 1800 1ms been 739. 

" The Society humbly conceives, that the 
abandonment of all power of rejection (if it 
were practicable) would be pregnant with con- 
sequences highly injurious, if not absolutely 
destructive, of the well-being of the Society, 
and the proper management and government of 
its internal affairs. 

" With respect to the Museum of the So- 
ciety, it is, in strictness, the National Museum 
of Ireland, and is an appendage to its establish- 
ment particularly valuable in a country poor in 
such public repositories. It contains collections 
in the several departments of Natural History, 
and an interesting assemblage of antiquities and 
works of art ; and in particular, it contains a 
large collection, every day increasing, of the 
mineralogical productions of Ireland ; and this 
branch of Natural History is, in fact, indebted 
to the Society for its introduction into this pa;t 
!of the United Kingdom. It is hoped, that it 
has some claim to share in the bounty of Par- 
liament, so antplv extended to the British 
Museum, in a city ami a country where wealth, 
and the sources of information, arc so far more 
abundant. 

" The protection afforded to the Society by 
the Irish Legislature was uniform. One of the 
last acts of the Irish Parliament had for its 
object the maintenance of the Institution; so 
large a sum as £ 1 5,000 was appropriated, in 
the year 1800, for the purposes of its establish- 
ment; the Parliament thus evincing, in the 
last hour of its existence, its sense of the value 
of the Royal Dublin Society — and committing, 
at i\m moment of its dissolution, its favourite 
Institution to the protection of that body to 
which it was about to transfer the superintend- 
ence of the general interests of Ireland." 



THE DRAMA. 

Mr. Dowton has continued to exhibit during 
the past week, at our Theatre, in all those 
characters in which he has obtained most ce- 
lebrity, without, however, attracting what is 
termed, in theatrical phraseology, 'good houses.' 

In Dublin, as well as London, dramatic taste 
appears to be on the wane, and the managers 
have, in consequence, been obliged to withdraw 
the productions of all our best standard auffijjjrs, • 
in favour of the ephemeral effusions of n&dera 



